
Mock Crash Event ñIn the Blink of an Eyeò:  April 21, 2010  

Using the theme ñIn the blink of an eye,ò a mock crash was staged at Cannon Falls High School.  The event 
was an effort to convey to students the message of the long-lasting effects of a momentôs decision.  The crash was 
caused by a teenager that decided to drink and drive.  The narrator pointed out to the students all that has to happen 
from the time rescue workers get a call until they arrive on the scene.  Hearing sirens from the Cannon Falls 
Ambulance, Fire and Rescue, Police Department, MN State Patrol and Goodhue County Sheriffôs department and 
seeing their vehicles arrive on the scene was chilling.  The North Memorial helicopter arrived to fly one of the victims 
to the hospital. 

 After the mock crash, the students were led into the school auditorium where there was a powerful 
presentation by Nathan and Connie Backstrom who shared the story of their sonôs tragic deaths.  On a Sunday in 
October 2004, their three sonôs Matthew, 20; Jacob, 17; and Justin, 16 were all killed in a tragic accident.  Their car 
was hit by a 22 year old who was drunk, on his cell phone and speeding while attempting to pass another driver.  To 
learn more about their story, visit:  http://homepage.mac.com/backstrombrothers/Menu3.html. 
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